Southwest Nebraska
Public Health Department

Licensed Radon Testing

Fee Schedule

Licensed Home Testing $125

Test after Mitigation $55
(Did not perform the initial test)

Call for
details

Lg. Buildings or
Multiple Test

*IRS Standard Mileage Rate applies
when outside of health district.
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The Mission of the
Southwest Nebraska
Public Health Department
in partnership with other entities,
is to promote a healthy and secure

quality of life for our communities.
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Nebraska Radon Program

Nebraska has a very high incidence of radon in
homes; over half of homes that test in the state
have levels above the action level of 4.0 pCi/L.
Levels of 4.0 pCi/L or less are considered accepta-
ble risk levels.

Southwest Nebraska
Public Health Department

The Nebraska Radon Program has collected testing
data from across the state for over 10 years.

Visit their website to learn more on the Nebraska

Radon Program.
http://dhhs.ne.gov/publichealth/Pages/radon_index.aspx

Zone 1: High (Greater than 4.0 pCi/l)
Zone 2: Moderate (2 - 4.0 pCi/l)
Zone 3: Low (less than 2 pCi/l)
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Southwest Nebraska
Public Health Department

404 West 10th ST, PO Box 1235

T"\e ohlﬁ way to
know if you have it
ts to test!

McCook NE 69001
PH: 308.345.4223 Fax: 308.345.4289

envhealth@swhealhdept.com/ www.swhealthdept.com

- Find us on
j Faceboolk www.facebook.com/swnphd
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What is Radon and how does it

get into your home?

Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas that you
cannot see, taste or smell. It comes from the decay of
uranium that is found in nearly all soils. It typically
travels upward through the soil entering your home
through cracks and other holes in the foundation
walls and floor. Your home traps radon inside where it
can build up. Some-
times radon enters
through your home’s
well water.

Radon has always exist-
ed, but it wasn’t until
the 1980’s that danger-
ous radon gas levels
were noted inside U.S.
homes. Congress has
recognized the conse-
quences of radon and passed legislation in October
1988 establishing a national goal that indoor radon
levels should not exceed outdoor radon levels.

Why should Radon worry me?

Radon is the second leading cause of lung cancer.
Numerous studies are currently being conducted to
find out if radon causes other kinds of cancer.

There are no noticeable symptoms to indicate that
radon is present. Symptoms will only appear after lung
cancer has developed, which may take several years.

Radon decays, forming solid radioactive particles
which attach to dust particles. These radon-decay
products are what actually damage the lungs. The
radioactive particles become lodged in the lungs when
inhaled. As the particles decay, they release bursts of
energy that can penetrate and damage sensitive lung
tissue. The damaged tissue has the potential to
develop into lung cancer.

What evidence is there that Radon causes lung cancer?

Extensive studies of thousands of uranium and other underground miners have been carried out for over 50 years
in five nations, including the United States. These studies provide convincing evidence that exposure to radon and
its decay products are associated with an increase in lung cancer. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
estimates that 14,000 to 21,500 Americans die each year from radon exposure. Radon exposure is also considered

to be the leading cause of lung cancer in non-smokers.

There is a relationship between smoking and Radon in causing lung cancer. In 1988 a report by the National
Research Council of the National Academy of Sciences found that smokers exposed to radon increase their risk
of lung cancer by 10 or more times in comparison to non-smokers.

How do | know if | have Radon in my house?

Radon levels vary from home to home. You cannot assume the radon level in your home is high just
because your next door neighbor tested their home and it was high. Testing is the only way you will know
if you have radon in your home.

How can I test for Radon? If 1 have a radon problem,

A homeowner may test with a short-term can it be corrected?
charcoal test, which can be completed in
48-72 hours. Tests are mailed off and
analyzed in a lab out of state. Depending
on the radon levels in your home, a

second test may be needed.

While in some cases the problem can be treated by
the homeowner, the use of trained and certified
personnel should always be considered. The
Nebraska Department of Health and Human
Services (DHHS) and/or SWNPHD can provide you a
A long term test may also be used by the list of people authorized to correct radon problems.
homeowner. This test remains in your
home for 90 days to a year. A long term
test will tell you what your home’s year-

round average radon level is.

Moisture
Vapor

You may also have your home tested by a
Licensed Radon Measurement
Technician. They have taken approved
training and met stringent requirements
to perform and interpret test results.
They are considered to be the
professional in radon measurement, and real estate
transactions often use their service.

Any person testing property other than

their own must be licensed.
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